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Chiara Dynys. Labyrinths of Memory
Curated by Fortunato D’Amico 






   Press release 05.03.2010
Location 

Central State Archives, Rome

Period


May 7th – September 25th, 2010 

The Central State Archives in Rome hosts since May 7 to September 25, 2010, the exhibition “Chiara Dynys. Labyrinths of Memory”, curated by Fortunato D’Amico. 

The artist draws a real maze among corridors and stairways, where site specific installations, video projections, interactive works and the obsessive presence of the paper create an alchemical journey that explores the ideally thin line between past and present by offering an opportunity for meetings between history and contemporary world. 

The works are all original and just created for this peculiar place. 

The exhibition is promoted by the Central State Archives and supported by Marie-Laure Fleisch Gallery. 

The event allows the opening to the public, for the very first time, of the deposits of the Central State Archives, the historical building in the EUR district that keeps inside millions of documents and represents, over half a century, the point of essential reference for research on the history of our united country. The entire archive is in fact a gigantic monument to the memory, preserved in a hundred kilometres of shelves.
The exhibition kicks off from Memoria e Oblio (Memory and Oblivion), a work composed of two words installed on the big external staircase, like giant steel blocks of an old typography. 

The central hall of the gallery that houses the collection of the archive contains another large steel sculptural installation, titled Doppio sogno (Double dream). This is a work in which to enter: a double spiral of the colour of the sky, able to change the exhibition space and make a path-meditation to do. The work was realized with the support of Terna, whose collection will enter at the end of exposure. 
Along the never seen spaces of the deposits of the central archives, the public finds itself in a kind of labyrinth. His perception is distorted by three video projections in subjective entitled Passages that unexpectedly turned into prospective cones the corridors that are repeated, endlessly.
A labyrinth is a structure capable of trapping who try to cross it. It’s what can happen with the two works entitled Cage where almost infinite iteration of shelving includes the visitor himself, become part of the sudden memory of the archive. 

The descent in the basement of the store is accompanied by a work created by the artist in the form of figurative phrase drawn on the wall in a deliberately crude style: “the future of humanity is a library”. The impression given is similar to a message left by a castaway, lost in this ocean of memory in paper.

When there are the three video installations Sfoglia la carne in petali (Browse the meat in petals), composed of digital interactive books based on texts related to individual stories of men of our country: excerpts from diaries, letters - both drawn from letters to figures little known, or key figures in cultural, social and political history of Italy - and other documents illuminating the evolution of our country. These are tracks capable to bring also the younger visitors to events dating back to the first hundred years of the united State. The three videos are realized through the collaboration with Mud Art Foundation (www.mudart.it). 

More minimal, subtle, is the installation made with photographs shot during the artist's journeys, twenty light boxes entitled Anomalie (Anomalies), where each piece receives abnormal lighting on a small particular, but vital one. 

The walls of another stairway host Tutto Niente (Whole Nothing), a work of light art - territory frequently explored by this artist: once again an opposition between pure concepts, invoked here in the form of cursive written in neon tubes, made in complementary colours.

A long corridor that crosses a dense set of high shelves seems to materialize an obsessive drive to cataloging. The place is suitable for housing La biblioteca di Baabel (The Baabel Library), installation based on the chromatic dialogue between paper and light, where a quote from Borges - a list of adjectives regarding the "ideal library" - has been processed by the artist.
We reach the large squared space, real final goal of the labyrinthine path, where is ascending Ad Astra, a large steel staircase with inscripted writtens, coloured in enamel, on each step. Reading them is possible to find a chronology of events interspersed between them: some fundamental to our society as the women's vote, some minimal, as the purchase of a rural field, then portions of the human landscape, without discrimination between the global and the lives of individuals. The scale is based and surmounted by wheels as a sort of reference to the time and its infinite scrolling. 

The same room houses the work that closes the exhibition. In conceptual connection with the words Memory and Oblivion, starting point of the trail, we meet now the words Tutto Scorre (Everything Flows), no longer in monumental form, but slightly drawn on a floor mirror with multicoloured glass stones. Perhaps it is the moral end of a journey in which the viewer is forced to reflect by his astonishment caused by certainly striking installations and location. 


The exhibition is accompanied by a catalogue published by Skira with a critical essay by Fortunato D'Amico and designed by Italo Lupi. The exhibition is coordinated by Giovanni Franchina, Massimo Domenicucci and Franco Papale.

In contemporary to the Central State Archives, Marie-Laure Fleisch Gallery hosts the exhibition Chiara Dynys. Più luce su tutto (More light on all) related to the theme of memory, with a massive installation of books of coloured glass. 

Chiara Dynys was born in Mantua. Formed in the eighties, rejects any notion of style and school, to freely express his thoughts on the contemporary world through speaking the language of art. 

She has participated in numerous solo and group exhibitions in major museums, public and private cultural institutions. 

Among the key solo shows: Museo Cantonale, Ala Est, Lugano (2001), Galleria Fumagalli, Bergamo (2002), Museum Bochum, Bochum (2003) and Kunstmuseum, Bonn (2004), Wolfsberg Executive Development Centre, Wolfsberg (2005), Rotonda di Via Besana, Milan (2007), Museo Bilotti - Aranciera di Villa Borghese, Rome (2008), ZKM-Museum für Neue Kunst, Karlsruhe (2009). 

Main group shows: PAC, Milan (1989), Scuderie Papali al Quirinale and Mercati di Traiano, Rome (2001), Institut Mathildenhöhe, Darmstadt (2003), Galleria Nazionale d’Arte Moderna, Rome (2005), MART, Rovereto (2005), Fondazione Arnaldo Pomodoro, Milan (2005 and 2008), participation to the Terna Prize, Rome (2008 and 2009), ZKM, Karlsruhe (2009), Galleria Credito Valtellinese, Milan (2009), Villa e Collezione Panza, Varese (2009).

The works of Chiara Dynys were acquired by major public and private collections, such as MART, Rovereto; VAF Stiftung, Frankfurt; UBS, Milan, Manno, Zurich; Collezione Museo Cantonale, Lugano; Collezione Kunstsammlung, Weimar; ATEL Energia, Milan; ZKM, Karlsruhe; Villa e Collezione Panza, Varese; Accademia di Architettura-Casa dello Studente, Mendrisio.

Coordinates of the show at ARCHIVIO CENTRALE DELLO STATO
Title



Chiara Dynys. Labyrinths of Memory
Location


Archivio Centrale dello Stato – Piazzale degli Archivi 27, Rome
Period



May 7th – September 25th, 2010
Opening


Monday May 3rd 2010, h 9pm, on invitation
School visits


Saturday May 8th, h 10am – 1pm, only guided tour on reservation
Whole show visit time
with reservation: Friday h 4 - 6pm, Saturday h 10-12am,





through organized tours in group, from 5 to 10 people
Partial show visit time 
from Monday to Friday h 9am - 2pm (collection gallery and conference room)
Entry



Admission free, with free guided tours
Catalogue


Skira with a critical essay by Fortunato D'Amico and designed by Italo Lupi
Coordinates of the show at GALLERIA MARIE-LAURE FLEISCH
Titolo



Chiara Dynys. More light on all 
Sede



Galleria Marie-Laure Fleisch – Vicolo Sforza Cesarini, 3A Roma





Tel. +39.06.68891936 - info@galleriamlf.com - www.galleriamlf.com
Date mostra


May 4 – End of July 2010

Orario



Monday-Saturday h 2 - 8pm. Morning and Sunday by appointment
Info and visit reservation     Archivio Centrale dello Stato
                                               Maria Luisa Bisi - Tel. +39.06.54548.538 - Fax +39.06.5413620
                                               acs.urp@beniculturali.it - www.archivi.beniculturali.it/ACS 
Press Office
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Tel. +39.02.89404694 - +39.02.89400732 
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