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Following on the previous editions that have taken place first in the evocative setting of the Villa of the Lakes in the Park of Mandria, then in the grounds of the Ducal Castle of Agliè, this year sees the International Sculpture Biennale housed in the Park and the Princes’ Garden at the Castle of Racconigi, thus continuing an ideal itinerary from one Savoy family residence to another, joining memory to contemporary relevance. 

Present and Experience of the Past, curated by Luciano Caramel and further enriched by the number of works on display, reflecting the extent of the Park itself, tells the tale of a journey whose milestones are the works of sculptors from the United Kingdom, Italy and Taiwan, offering visitors the chance to admire contemporary art in an ideal dialogue with the magnificence of this stately setting.

The works of forty-five artists, whose nationalities, generations, cultural backgrounds and creative careers are different, but who share a common design approach and a subtle, yet evident, thread of continuity with the great tradition of sculpture that the Savoy family demanded for its residences, are arrayed along the paths in the Park and inserted in the Margaria in an emotional installation curated with its usual sensitivity by the Piedmontese Art Association, under the presidency of Riccardo Cordero.

This event, which now has all the characteristics of a regular Biennale, furnishes confirmation of the Region of Piedmont’s commitment to the principle of safeguarding the exceptional qualities to be found within its borders and valorising the more precious of its architectural jewels, expressing its awareness of the profound relationship between our historical heritage and contemporary society and of the need to invest resources in projects that are durable, innovative and above all projected towards the future. 

In closing, our thoughts go to the architect Mirella Macera, until recently the Director of the Castle of Racconigi and a driving force behind this project: we remember her with affection.
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