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 Press release 29.08.2011
LEONARDO DREW
Location

Napolinobilissima Gallery, Naples
Duration

23 September – 19 November 2011
Inauguration
Thursday 22 September 2011, 7:00 PM



For the first time in Italy, a private gallery presents a solo show by Leonardo Drew, a prominent artist on the current international scene. His only institutional exhibit in Italy was held back in 2006, at the Palazzo delle Papesse in Siena.
The Napolinobilissima gallery is opening its autumn program with an important event. From September 23 to November 19, it will host 16 works by the famous American sculptor, as well as a site-specific installation.
Leonardo Drew is one of the most significant figures of the black American contemporary art scene. He grew up in Bridgeport, Connecticut, in a modest neighborhood. He developed an interest in drawing at an early age. After earning his degree in the fine arts in New York in the mid-Eighties, he devoted himself completely to sculpture and experimental research on materials. His art finds an inexhaustible source of inspiration in recuperated objects and elements, which he then works on and assembles into abstract compositions of great visual impact. Adhering to the aesthetics of the object trouvé, he looks for his materials in nature, on the streets, in dumps. Any object can be important, including pieces of wood, iron wreckage, paper, cotton, plastic packaging, debris, or rags.
Drew’s work begins with the search for and collection of materials. A second fundamental stage is their preparation. He submits most of his finds to an artificial aging process. This process, whose details he prefers not to disclose, also employs natural agents such as sun and water. This is why, besides his Brooklyn studio, Drew owns a vast space in San Antonio, Texas, with all the natural characteristics he requires to create many of the works he originally conceives in New York. After processing his materials in this fashion, he proceeds to paint them, bind them together, or manipulate their shape.
The natural chaos and urban ruin embodied in these objects find an equilibrium and  redemption in the assembly phase, where Drew, having constructed a grid of sorts, works on one section after the other, producing oeuvres of great physical impressiveness, but nonetheless elegant in form and endowed with poetical beauty. The elements making up the work are thus granted new life, symbolically celebrating a natural cycle of Birth-Death-Rebirth.
The grid is my basis of sanity – says Drew - Otherwise it would only be noise. I mean, these things are loud, but if you know what to listen for, they will speak to you. Following on this premise, he does not like to limit the potential of his creations by imposing a personal explication on them. He hence titles his works simply with numbers.
When a work is in his study, Drew argues, it has a physical power which, in his opinion, is a common feature of Afro-American art as a whole. His hope is that, once completed, the work will acquire a buoyancy that will enable it to soar.
The art that Leonardo Drew is bringing to Naples transcends any specific context. It makes visible the energy whereby death can turn into new life. The Napolinobilissima gallery intention is to draw on all that is poetic and vital in this idea to support Naples’ current determination to finally free itself of the deplorable condition it has been enduring for years.
The exhibit is illustrated by a catalogue in Italian and English.
Biography
Leonardo Drew was born in Florida in 1961, but spent his childhood in Bridgeport, Connecticut, in a modest neighborhood. From an early age he proved adept at drawing. He displayed his works for the first time at the age of 13 in one of the banks of his city. He went on to study at the Parsons School of Design in New York. In 1985 he earned his degree in the fine arts at the Cooper Union Academy in New York. After that he soon gave up painting to focus on sculpture and research on material, eventually developing a very personal style that has won international critical acclaim.
He lives and works between New York and San Antonio, Texas.
Leonardo Drew’s works are displayed in several prestigious international museums such as the Metropolitan in New York, the Guggenheim in New York and Bilbao, the St Louis Museum, the Harvard University Art Museum, and the Tate Gallery in London. They are also featured in some renowned American private collections, such as the Barbara Toll Collection, the Rubell Collection, the Hort Family Collection, the Linda Pace Foundation, and the Frankel Collection.
History of the gallery
The Napolinobilissima gallery was founded more than forty years ago. It specializes in old master paintings.
Over the last few years, it has expanded its activities to contemporary art, setting up new experimental shows alternating with monographic shows and old master exhibits.
In June 2011, it set up a partnership in London following the opening of the Rosenfeld Porcini gallery, inaugurated with a monographic show of the Spanish artist Enrique Brinkmann entitled “The Poetics of Silence”.
Exhibition information
Title
LEONARDO DREW
Location

Napolinobilissima Gallery
Piazza Vittoria 6, Napoli 80121
Inauguration

Thursday 22 September 2011, 7:00 PM
Duration


23 September – 19 November 2011
Hours
Monday to Saturday, 10.30 AM - 1.30 PM and 5.30 - 8.30 PM. Sunday only by appointment.
Admission
 free
Information
 

Galleria Napolinobilissima
Piazza Vittoria 6, Napoli 80121
tel. 081-7643550, fax 081-245767, info@gallerianapolinobilissima.it
Press Office

Irma Bianchi Comunicazione
tel. 02-89404694, fax 02-835646, info@irmabianchi.it
Texts and photos downloadable from http://www.irmabianchi.it/Drewbis.htm

