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Press release 26.05.2010

Maria Cristina Carlini. Works in Passage

Curated by Cortney Stell

Venues

DENVER 

                               - Rocky Mountain College of Art + Design 
                               - Auraria Campus



Dates


May 27th – October 1st 2010

For the very first time, Maria Cristina Carlini’s monumental sculptures arrive overseas, in the United States, with the exhibition “Maria Cristina Carlini. Works in Passage”, which involves the parks of the  Rocky Mountain College of Art + Design and of the Auraria Campus, two important university complexes in Denver, the capital of Colorado.

The event also extends to another two locations: the Philip J. Steele Gallery and the Emmanuel Gallery, both of which are situated just inside the two universities.

The corpus of works, selected for the occasion by Cortney Stell, the curator of the exhibitions, gathers more than thirty works, amongst which stand out seven significant  monumental sculptures, three of which – never exhibited before – have been made by the artist especially for this great occasion. 

The show is conceived, promoted and organized by the INAC, National Institute of Contemporary Art, with the contribution of the Rocky Mountain College of Art + Design, sponsored by the City of Denver and assisted in the organization by the Italian Centre for Arts and Culture (Centro Italiano per le Arti e la Cultura). 

The vast open spaces of the two university campuses become the ideal location of these seven imposing sculptures. Particular emphasis is deserved by the three monumental works exhibited for the first time, namely: Icaro (Icarus), 280x250x130 cm, recalls for its name and shape the famous mythological character: unlike the protagonist of the Greek storey, however, who made his wings with was, Maria Cristina Carlini moulds for him a couple of wings made of Corten steel, although without disregarding their lightness and succeeding in transmitting the same dramatic force as the ancient myth did. 

Granvia, which measures 200x150x100 cm, also completely made of Corten steel, looks like a wonderful succession of volumes which move along orthogonal and oblique lines, in a continuous alternation of full and void volumes as well as – surprisingly – transparencies.

In the campus, the sculpture which stands out amongst the others is Isole (Islands): gigantic tables of Corten steel (300x150x20 com) contained within them islands – whence the title of the work as a whole- made of clay. 

At the Philip J. Steele Gallery we can admire the works on canvas of her most recent production along with some scale models: in addition to those of bronze and clay, there are some outstanding works never exhibited before such as Foglia (Leaf), made of gold foil, Sciara, made of stoneware, and Granvia, made of iron oxide. 
We can find a more narrative nature in the blow-ups exhibited in the rooms of the Emmanuel Gallery, which tell the artistic story of Maria Cristina Carlini through the monumental installations which witnessed her being the protagonist in some of the most important European and Chinese cities such as Paris, Madrid, Rome, Milan, Beijing, Cosenza and Reggio Calabria. The big-sized photographs are accompanied by some scale models.
The exhibition is complemented by a bilingual catalogue, in Italian and English, published by Verso l’Arte Edizioni and including essays by Cortney Stell and Anselmo Villata. 
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