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MVSA – Museo Valtellinese di Storia e Arte
Via Maurizio Quadrio, 27- Sondrio
LA VOCE DELL’ADDA

Leonardo e la civiltà dell’acqua
Milano, Cremona, Sondrio

curated by Alberto Martinelli and Fabrizio Trisoglio
19 September – 18 October 2020

press release, 23.07.2020
Following its great success in Milan and Cremona, the exhibition LA VOCE DELL’ADDA. Leonardo e la civiltà dell’acqua. Milano, Cremona, Sondrio, curated by Alberto Martinelli and Fabrizio Trisoglio, reaches the final stage of its journey at the MVSA – Museo Valtellinese di Storia e Arte in Sondrio, from 19 September to 18 October.

All the images on display are from the Historical Archives of Fondazione Aem, and include work by prestigious photographers such as Antonio Paoletti, Guglielmo Chiolini, Gianni Berengo Gardin, Francesco Radino and Luigi Bussolati. Precious photo albums from the second half of the 19th  century, conserved in the Fondo Vismara collection, are accompanied by photographs reproduced on panels. These comprise images by the great industrial photographers of the 1930s and 1950s, together with examples from the rich 1980s Fondo Contemporaneo collection and the lately acquired Fondo Noverino Faletti, as well as photos from the most recent photographic campaigns commissioned by Fondazione Aem.

The exhibition reconstructs the course of the river Adda in a richly cultural and informative presentation that offers a detailed, wide-ranging description the history, nature and communities in proximity to the great river. The Adda has always been a linking element in the geography, productivity and social context of profoundly different territories. In fact, from its source in the Rhaetian Alps it weaves a course through several Lombardy provinces before arriving at its mouth in the river Po.

Spectacular views of natural environments are interwoven with the signs of centuries of human labour, including countless wonders of technology in the fields of transport, hydraulics and electricity. 

Alongside grandiose structures, such as the former Milanese municipalised hydroelectric plant, built between the late 1800s and early 1900s, are thermoelectric plants from the 1960s – impressive works of industrial archaeology. Agricultural mills and the capillary irrigation channels of the Po valley are interspersed with castles, factories, bridges and aristocratic villas that highlight the variety of a unique heritage.

Accompanying the exhibition are unpublished cartographic representations from the Sondrio Civil Engineering Office; artistic representations of the medium-low course of the Adda, curated by Albano Marcarini; as well as citations and literary references dedicated to the area that culminate in a reflection on the domestication of water.

Designed and produced by Fondazione Aem - Gruppo A2A, the exhibition focuses attention on the company’s valuable heritage, and is supported by the Lombardy region, the Municipality of Cremona, the Municipality of Milan, the Municipality of Sondrio, Museimpresa, Rete Fotografia, Milan and Leonardo.

The exhibition is completed by a fully illustrated catalogue that contains in-depth commentaries, including ones written by the curators and by Guglielmo Scaramellini, Professor of Geography at the Università degli Studi in Milan.
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