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In the evocative rooms of Biblioteca del Daverio in Milan, the solo exhibition “Elogio all’ombra/Eulogy to the shadow” by the sculptor from Alto Adige, Wilhelm Senoner, opens on Saturday, 14 October. It will be presented by Philippe Daverio together with Elena Maria Gregori Daverio.

Man and the human condition are at the core of Senoner’s artistic research. They are represented by sculptures of large size, which are made by using lime wood and bronze, and are painted with acrylic colours and earth pigments - they personify similar subjects: common men and women, portrayed in their daily life. 

These figures, sculptured with essential traits, are suspended in the surrounding environment and sometimes are in balance. They suggest a state of anticipation and uncertainty, and reveal, behind their apparent similarity, the need for communication, open-mindedness towards the world, and the search for balance. They are symbolic creatures in firm shapes, fastened to the ground or portrayed in dynamic movements, and express an optimistic vision, a positive outlook for humankind.

In the sculptures, which are mostly monochromatic, the viewer can perceive what colour means to Senoner, that is a tool to express meanings more than a mere representative element of chromatic naturalism. 

The uneven surfaces and the pointy lines, as seen in the group of works on display in the exhibition – especially in the series of small sized works Rocce/Rocks (2016, 40cm in height) -, are obvious hints at rocks and mountains, symbols of the artist’s birthplace. He is much attached to it as his birthplace influences his art, indissolubly linking it with the natural dimension. 

The lay-out of the exhibition exhaustively illustrates the themes that are dear to the artist. From the study and observation of the behaviours and feelings of man - as in Uomo con sigaro/Man with a cigar, made by using lime wood (2016, 195cm in height), where the slow pace suggests the achievement of freedom -, to a further analysis of human relationships. Special attention is dedicated to the relationship between man and woman, both in Schiena a schiena/Back to back (2009, height 225cm), and Tensione Simbiotica/Symbiotic Tension (2017), naked bodies that brush each other as a metaphor of a deep encounter. A similar situation can be found in the wooden sculpture Il Bacio/The Kiss (2013) where a woman’s suspended head barely touches a male’s forehead. It evokes the instant of their union and the achievement of complete balance. The state of man in his continuous transformation is, instead, deeply analysed in Respiro - La donna nel vento/Breath – The woman in the wind (2016, 188cm in height), a female figure in bronze, whose body bends backwards as to abandon itself to the force of weathering, at the same time winning against gravity. As is often in Senoner’s works, one can observe the movement embedded in the figure of this work. A dynamism that juxtaposes the majesty of volumes of sinuous bending bodies and heads, which - thanks to their elongated shapes – suggest a sense of velocity.

Senoner’s sculptural way of expression is in continuous evolution, being rooted in the research of gothic sculpture. It then proceeds to take inspiration from artists the likes of Alberto Giacometti and Carlo Carrà. 

In his artistic research, Senoner abandons the realistic output of polished smooth wood in order to favour the coarseness of wood and the casting of bronze, which are more faithful and closer to his artistic view and way of expression that take their inspiration from nature, from its lights and shadows. Indeed, he says: “It is the shadow that brings imagination to find, to create new personal forms. Going through the rocks, walking among the rocks, there is light, there is shadow. Characters outside reality are created in one’s imagination. Art then becomes abstract, personal”. In fact, it is this point of view to which refers the title of the exhibition “Elogio all’ombra/Eulogy to the shadow”, presented by Philippe Daverio, who deeply knows the sculptures of Senoner. It is an art characterized by universal archetypical forms and metaphysical human models. He states: “In Wilhelm I find a deep expressionism, a ‘rooting expressiveness’ which is typical of these lands, typical of the mountains. His sculptures are ‘authentic’. We look at them with a curious feeling of transportation, without immediately understanding what they represent and, thus, without finding in them the banality of a story that is already there. They are the arcane deities of the world of today’s Alps. Do you know who Wilhelm Senoner is? He is maybe a ‘shaman’, one of those who works to find out the arcane mysteries”. 

Wilhelm Senoner was born in 1946 in Ortisei, Val Gardena. He attended the Institute of Art of Ortisei and completed his training at the workshops of several sculptors. In 1977, he started his own artistic career, which has been since full of solo and group exhibitions in Italy and abroad (Austria, Finland, Germany, and The Netherlands). Worth mentioning are: in 2011, his participation in the 54th Biennale of Venice - where he exhibits in the Pavilion Italy -, and the installation of seven large sculptures in the Natural Park Puez-Odle, UNESCO world heritage site; in 2013, the exhibition at the Saint Sylvester Monumental Complex in Vicenza. His works are part of several public and private collections. www.wilhelmsenoner.com 

The Biblioteca del Daverio is located in the refectory of an old convent, on the top of which at the end of the 1700s was constructed today’s building. Here it is hosted the Crocifissione/Crucifixion by Donato Montorfano (1460-1502). The fresco is linked to the tradition of the Lombardy Region art, and it is a twin representation of the fresco that is displayed on the opposite wall to the Ultima Cena/The Last Supper by Leonardo in Santa Maria delle Grazie, Milan. 
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