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From 19 October to 26 November Deodato Art Gallery of Milan presents the solo exhibition “Uomini e altri demoni/Men and other demons” by the Spanish artist José Molina. Packed with almost forty works such as oil paintings, drawings and sculptures, the exhibition is made up of an important group of recent and never seen before works, displayed next to well known pieces. 
Curated by Chiara Gatti, the exhibition aims to describe the submerged world of Molina's artistic research: his interest - which is in tension between psychoanalysis and anthropology - in the workings of the soul, the deepest compulsions that characterize the collective consciousness and feed the genealogy of the primary archetypes, rooted in man's life since his origins. On a journey inside the recesses of our mind, Molina (with the help of some Jungian teachings) digs up man's primitive instincts and translates them into totemic and primogenial, wild and archeological images that suddenly meet within time, in a medley of past and present. Souls and faces get mixed up in a tide of memories: man and his ancestors; life, death and circle of life; reality, dream and nightmare. Molina's painting is a large mirror that reveals what we are in the bottom of our hearts, what we show and what we hide from each other. It is a cultured painting that, in the portraits, proves to be the direct descendant of the Renaissance physiognomic school. In its subjects it also reveals a strong literary origin: in fact it taps into myths and legends from literature all over the world, and intertwines stories full of gods, heroes and demons that are often modernized on a contemporary background.

The contemporary man and his relationships with others and the surrounding environment are the main topics of the monumental epic tale of power of the already known works of the series “Predatores/Predators”, among which it is worth mentioning Le Formiche II/The Ants II; more than once they have been displayed for public and private exhibitions. Here the social demon manifests itself in its ancestral propensity for dominating the weak, in the wheel of power where the roles of victim and oppressor are taken in turns. An act of force gushes from basic impulses, from the wishes for confirmation, acceptance and gratification. In the collection “Los Olvidados/The Forgotten”, drawn on paper by using black grease pencil, what comes to the surface is a procession of creatures, casualties of the laws of selection: they are creatures excluded from the main stream of History due to their inborn feebleness. It is a poetical reflection that fosters the collection “AnimaDonna/Soul Woman”, where Lucy, la prima Eva/Lucy, the first Eve stands out; it is a homage paid to the woman who lived on Earth three million years ago, a leap - dominated by tribal sources of inspiration - into our ancestral past, where testimony and utopia combine. 
Among the works from the series “Beloved Earth”, what stands out are La cacciata dal paradiso/Banishment from Heaven, La vita segreta delle piante/The secret life of plants – both made by using grease pencil – and La prima mattina/Early morning, an oil painting.
In the collection “The monsters under my bed” modernity is back as the main theme: an assertive, critical and sharp look at episodes of violence and subjugation (Desaparecidos /Disappeared), at characters with disturbing power (I signori della guerra/The Warlords), at vice (Amor Morboso) and corruption, covertly - and in the very sharp stroke of his pencil, too - reminds the viewer of Goya's condemnation, his legendary series “I Disastri della guerra/The Disasters of War” or even “I Capricci/Caprices”.
His cultural education on the classics of his country of birth, from the school of Madrid (from El Greco to Solana) up to the Spanish surrealism, is today even more visible in the works from his new series “Peccati e virtù/Sins and Virtues” such as Il muro del pianto/The wailing wall and Avarizia/Greed. They are paintings of medium and large sizes, oil on canvas and drawings by grease pencil, devised as allegories of capital perversions, that shake the consciousness. His painting - made of imperceptible modulation of hues and tiny strokes with the point of a brush on wide surfaces - investigates in depth suspended bodies in tension between good and evil, and their hidden nature is disclosed by an expressive language that is visionary and introspective at the same time. 
A never seen before group of four sculptures will be on display for the first time in this important solo exhibition: they will be linked to similar themes to the series “Predatores/Predators” - among which Il sopravvissuto/The survivor and Il guardiano/The warden stand out - with a particular taste for paleontology artifacts, fossils, and life calcified in rocks and other means.
Short biography. José Molina was born in 1965. Presently he lives and works in Gravedona, Italy, on the Lake of Como. When he was young, at the age of eleven, he started his artistic training by attending several art schools. At the age of eighteen he started to work in advertising while finishing his education at the University of Fine Arts in Madrid, nurturing, along with his passion for art, an interest in the fields of psychomotricity, transactional psychology, philosophy and ancient history. He did illustrations for television and animated cartoons, working as a communications consultant for big multinational companies. At thirty-five he decided to go back to his roots and completely devoted himself to painting. His works are the result of his research on man - which he confronts with great sensitivity -, and reveal the darkest sides of our nature. His technical skills in painting and drawing are combined with a deep knowledge of materials, which is apparent in the care and attention to details, typical of his works.
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Deodato Arte

Deodato Arte is a contemporary art gallery with venues in Milan, Hong Kong and Brusino Arsizio (Switzerland). Founded in 2010, Deodato Arte boasts a large collection of works by contemporary and historically established artists. Since 2013, in addition to dealing with internal exhibitions and projects, the gallery has been focusing on taking part in national and international shows, especially in Asia. 
The exhibition is organized with the patronage of the Consulate General of Spain and the Instituto Cervantes of Milan
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Exhibition details
Title José Molina. Uomini e altri demoni/José Molina. Men and other demons 
Curated by Chiara Gatti 
Venue Deodato Arte, via Santa Marta, 6 - Milan


Dates 19 October - 26 November 2016
Opening Tuesday 18 October, 6.30pm
Opening hours Tuesday - Saturday 10.30am-2pm / 3pm-7pm
Info to the public Ph. +39 02 80886294 - galleria@deodato-arte.it 
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