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The collection of graphic works presented by Deodato Arte Gallery, from 12 February to 30 March, with the exhibition “Picasso, capolavori incisori e litografici/Picasso, engraving and lithograph masterpieces” is testimony to an eclectic genius, an absolute artistic modernity and versatility, and a constant stylistic evolution.
During his entire artistic career Pablo Picasso, a master and experimenter, shows a strong interest for graphics, from engravings to etchings, from aquatints to lithographs, creating exemplary works both technically and iconographically in order to express a great variety of contents. 
A never-ending desire for exploration, acquisition and innovation distinguishes these works, where autobiographical elements are not scarce and are joined to literary, classical, mythological and erotic themes.
On display there are several lithographs from the 1920s to 1970s, as well as a selection of  engravings from the series Suite Voillard (1930-1937) and La Celestine (1968-1971).  
The 100 etchings, collected in Suite Voillard and commissioned by the publisher Ambroise Voillard, do not refer to one text only, but mainly deal with five different themes: la battaglia amorosa/the love battle, Rembrandt, il Minotauro e il Minotauro Cieco/Minotaur and blind Minotaur, lo Studio dello Scultore/Sculptur's workshop and Ritratti di Voillard/Portraits of Voillard. Belonging to these categories there are 73 slates, while the other 27 that remain have random subjects. These works are characterized by simplicity of forms and linearity of drawing: they transmit calmness and peacefulness, dreaming melancholy and at the same time reveal an inner erotic tension, as the viewer can see in the work Femmes entre elles avec voyeur sculpté. Clin d’oeil au bain turc/Women amongst themselves with sculpted voyeur. Wink at the Turkish bath (1934). There are many autobiographical hints, especially those linked to the representations of the Minotaur with whom the artist identifies himself due to the legendary character of the creature.
The series of sixty-six plates - etchings and aquatints - known as La Celestine, illustrates the text of Tragicomedia de Calisto y Melibea/Tragicomedy of Calisto and Melibea, a masterpiece of Spanish literature written by Fernando de Rojas in 1499. The artist, fascinated by the female main character, the procuress Celestina, concentrates on her character, deadly and ironic, on her diabolical scheming and romantic intrigues. In fact the images pay particular attention to naked female bodies.  
In the exhibition layout a substantial section is dedicated to the lithography technique, already experimented with in the 1920s and which reached its highest peak from 1944 on, when Picasso visits and regularly attends the studio of Fernand Mourlot, a known printing workshop in Paris. Centaure et bacchante avec un faune/Centaur and bacchante with faun (1947) represents this period with its soft and swift lines. 
Additional study and research on the art of engravings emerge from the works made on linoleum, a softer and lighter material than wood, endowed with very quick production times and more vivid chromatic hues as the viewer can admire in Jeune homme couronné de feuillage/Young man with a crown of leaves (1962) and in Le vieux roi/The old king (1963). 
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Deodato Arte is a contemporary art gallery with venues in Milan, Hong Kong and in Brusino Arsizio, Switzerland. Founded in 2010, Deodato Arte boasts a large collection of works by contemporary and storied artists. Since 2013, as well as internal exhibitions and projects, the gallery has been concentrating on taking part in national and international fairs, especially in Asia.
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