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         CENTO AMICI DEL LIBRO 

PORTICATO BIBLIOTECA SALITA DEI FRATI
via Salita dei Frati 4A, Lugano
Il giardino è aperto/ The garden is open
exhibition of the artist's book by Alessandra Angelini with texts by Paolo Cottini 

17 October - 21 November 2015
opening Saturday 17 October, h 17.30
with
Paolo Cottini, essayist and garden historian
Alessandra Angelini, artist
Alessandro Soldini, responsible for exhibitions activities at Biblioteca Salita dei Frati/Salita dei Frati Library
press release, 30.07.15

From 17 October to 21 November the Colonnade of the Salita dei Frati Library in Lugano will host the exhibition “Il giardino è aperto/The garden is open”, presenting a valued artist's book made by Alessandra Angelini with texts by Paolo Cottini.
The exhibition, organized by the Salita dei Frati Library, offers the visitor the possibility of admiring this work in its integrity, understanding the strong artistic value of its many magnificent pages, and observing the process of its making through sketches, underdrawings made with Indian ink, graphic works, photographs, computer graphics, matrices and proof sheets, that highlight all the preparatory, executive and explanatory phases of the creative process of “Il giardino è aperto/The garden is open”.

This artist's book is born from the desire of Alessandra Angelini and Paolo Cottini, a writer and historian of gardens, to illustrate and tell about the wonderful garden of Vico Morcote in the Swiss canton of Ticino, designed by Sir Peter Smithers, who lovingly took care of it during the last twenty years of his life.

Printed by Rodolfo Campi for the typographic section and by Daniela Lorenzi - Atelier 14 for chalcographical and xylographic sections, and hand-bound by CbdA of Cristina Balbiano d'Aramengo, the book presents a size corresponding to the golden ratio between the sides, a homage to the ethic and aesthetic teachings passed on by Sir Smithers, which are based on Harmony and Beauty
After a careful analysis of never seen before texts by Cottini, who met and spent some time with Sir Peter Smithers, and several visits to the garden of Morcote in different seasons, Alessandra Angelini decided to use the incision of polymeric matrix and un-inked block print to best express the close relationship that Sir Smithers had with his garden. The artist says: “I have imagined this volume as a natural piece of architecture, able to remember the soul of a man, who was rational and scientific in places, deeply poetic in others”.

The incisions of polymeric matrices (thanks to its technological and, at the same time, deeply creative aspects) has allowed the artist to transform photographs and drawings (made en plain air) into a graphical sign, sometimes combining a photograph and a drawing in a hybridization process of the ways of expression which is extremely captivating.
The un-inked block prints, devised like a memory of the materiality of nature, accompany all the pages of the book, giving a rhythm to the images and the written parts. The colour, the white and green of the pages and texts, is lit up by passages that sometimes are slightly opalescent, that look like being in balance between the imaginary and the real, as a symbol of the transformations of nature. 

On display there is also the bilingual Italian/English pamphlet, published by Cento Amici del Libro, with a commentary by Alessandra Angelini, critical texts by Francesca Porreca, Laura Tirelli, Patrizia Caccia, Cecilia Angeletti and a text by Paolo Cottini, translated into English by Amelia Smithers, the daughter of the founder of the garden of Vico Morcote.  
“Il giardino è aperto/The garden is open” has been successfully presented at the Braidense National Library of Milan in the series of events for Expo 2015.
Short biography - Alessandra Angelini
Alessandra Angelini was born in Parma in 1953. After a classical education she graduated in Painting at the Academy of Fine Arts of Brera. Her artistic career started from here, led by an exceptional curiosity towards the experimentation of techniques and materials, in a continuous research of the values of chromatic brightness. 

The formal path she undertakes is linked to the expression of the inner world, meant as the first layer on which to build the critical thought towards reality.

The artist tried her hand at different means of expression: painting, incision, graphics, sculpture and photography. For each one she went deep into the techniques and their possible associations, creating fusions among the procedures and consequently hybrid works. 

She exhibited in many solo and group events in Italy and abroad in four continents; her works are present in the collections of important national and international museums. 

Since 2005 she has been professor of Graphics and Techniques of Incision at the Academy of Fine Arts of Brera in Milan. She is a member of Visarte, the professional association of Switzerland’s visual artists. She now lives and works between Milan and Pavia. www.alessandraangelini.org
Details of the Artist's book
Title IL GIARDINO È APERTO/THE GARDEN IS OPEN
Graphical project by Alessandra Angelini
Text by Paolo Cottini
Incisions by Alessandra Angelini
Book curated by Alessandra Angelini
Print curated by Daniela Lorenzi - A14 - Milan
Binding and cases making by Cristina Balbiano d'Aramengo - CBdA - Milan
Printing press Rodolfo Campi
Technical sponsors
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Details of the exhibition

Title IL GIARDINO E' APERTO/THE GARDEN IS OPEN




Venue Porticato della Biblioteca Salita dei Frati, Salita dei Frati 4A, Lugano (CH)
Opening Saturday 17 October, h 17.30

Dates 17 October - 21 November 2015
Opening hours Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, h 14-18, Saturday h 9-12
Closed on Sunday, Monday and Tuesday 
For visits on appointment please contact Alessandro Soldini: alessandro.soldini@ticino.com
Entrance free
Info to the public Associazione Biblioteca Salita dei Frati tel. +41(0)91/923 91 88 - bsf-segr.sbt@ti.ch

Press office for Alessandra Angelini

IBC Irma Bianchi Communication
Tel. +39 02 8940 4694 - info@irmabianchi.it 
text and photo downloads from www.irmabianchi.it





