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PARMA 360 Festival della creatività contemporanea

exhibitions, installations, events
4th edition
The Creative and Technological Legacy of Leonardo da Vinci
curated by Camilla Mineo and Chiara Canali

6 April – 19 May 2019

press release, 4 April 2019

To herald celebrations for Parma: Italian Capital of Culture 2020, the fourth edition of the PARMA 360 Festival della Creatività Contemporanea - Festival of Contemporary Creativity, an event dedicated to the maximum expression of contemporary visual arts and youth creativity, will be held under the ensign of Leonardo during this year that marks the 500th anniversary of his death.

From 6 April to 19 May 2019, the extensive programme entitled The Creative and Technological Legacy of Leonardo da Vinci offers the public a wide selection of city-based exhibitions and events held in institutional and private venues with the aim of encouraging the regeneration and repurposing of urban locations through the active involvement of citizens and visitors.

The historical neighbourhoods and streets of Parma will be filled with gigantic installations, pictorial banners, kinetic sculptures, hand-drawn maps, multimedia projections, olfactory and augmented reality routes, bearing the signatures of great artists such as Aqua Aura, Maria Cristina Carlini, Giuseppe Ciracì, Peter de Cupere, Duilio Forte, Michele Giangrande, Paolo Mezzadri, Alice Padovani and Enrico Robusti, as well as the street artists who are part of the MAUA Museum of Augmented Urban Art and eight German kinetic artists: Sebastian Hempel, Angelika Huber, Siegfried Kreitner, Pfeifer & Kreutzer, Carolin Liebl & Nikolas Schmid-Pfähler, Hans Schock, Björn Schuelke and Martin Willing.

The genius of Leonardo Da Vinci, a symbol of the union between humanistic and scientific culture and a perpetual creative and technological legacy handed down through the centuries, is honoured by the Festival through contemporary art, favouring the work of those artists who continue to astonish us for their experimentation in expressive techniques, for their exploration of sectors beyond their specific areas, such as science, technology and perception, and for their ability to innovate in a simple but creative way.

The Festival’s key words are therefore to encourage and disseminate contemporary art and promote emerging artists through the effective utilisation of Parma’s artistic heritage, transforming it into a museum that extends throughout the municipality. In this way deconsecrated churches, former industrial sites, historic buildings and museums, including Ponte Europa, best known as Ponte Nord, which, for the occasion, will reopen to the public the nineteenth-century Shrine in Piazza della Steccata; the Church of San Quirino, the Roman Bridge, the Oratory of San Tiburzio (a typical example of Parma Baroque), the Ancient Pharmacy of San Filippo Neri, the Museum of Chinese and Ethnographic Art and the APE Parma Museum, regain their value as a whole and are enriched with new semantic meanings.

PARMA 360 Festival della Creatività Contemporanea, under the artistic direction and curatorship of Camilla Mineo and Chiara Canali, is organised by 360° Creativity Events and Art Company associations, with the support of the Municipality of Parma and a widespread network of public and private partners.
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