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Press Release 07.05.2010

Maria Cristina Carlini. Dialogo tra giganti (A Dialogue amongst Giants)

Curated by Vincenzo Sanfo

Venue

Tianjin, Italian District – China 

Dates


May 1st – June 28th 2010

After the success met in the Forbidden City in Beijing, the monumental sculptures of Maria Cristina Carlini are now housed in the suggestive setting of the Italian District in Tianjin, from May 1st to June 28th 2010, in the framework of the solo exhibition entitled “Dialogo tra giganti”/ “A Dialogue amongst Giants”, curated by Vincenzo Sanfo.

The exhibition is spread in the streets of the district built in the early 19th century, a unique example of neo-Renaissance architecture in China.

The imposing works fit harmoniously in Tianjin, a city twinned with Lombardy which has found in the creativeness of the Milanese artist one of the highest manifestations of contemporary Italian sculpture. 
At the same time, the ability of Maria Cristina Carlini to draw from everyday life and remain tied to real themes makes her art a universal and international language understandable including at the most distant latitudes.

In this connection, an outstanding sculpture is Legami (Ties), enormous in size, measuring cm 470x280x270, which alludes to the complex dimension of human relations: two monolithic parallelepipeds of Cor-Ten steel joined by a material ductile and flexible like lead. 

Amongst the basic elements of the sculptress’s poetics, we find then theme of “welcome”: in fact, in her works it is often possible to walk in and out, peering in through openings and breaks. In so doing, Maria Cristina Carlini involves the observer not only from a spatial, but also from a temporal point of view, spurring them to spend some time with her sculptures.

In this respect, particularly significant are the works Out & Inside, a sort of short labyrinth of Cor-Ten steel with high walls (cm 200x185x400) one is driven to cross with a sense of vertigo, and Fortezza (Fortress), on whose walls open deep cracks which allow observing the sculpture also inside, making it less impenetrable than its title might suggest (Cor-Ten steel, cm 440 h –
500 Ø).

A tribute to the great Italian and Chinese cultures, between which the sculptures of Maria Cristina Carlini become an ideal bridge, is the big-sized work of Cor-Ten steel Letteratura (Literature), which measures cm 250x500x250. 
The Italian District in Tianjin

Built between 1902 and 1945 and situated along the Hai River, between the French and the Austro-Hungarian Districts, the Italian District in Tianjin represents a unique example of Italian architecture in China, deeply characterized by the style of Versilia: in fact, the architects who in the first half of the 19th century built the various buildings were declaredly inspired by the Art Nouveau and Art Deco styles which characterized the contemporary buildings in the avenues of  Viareggio and neighbouring towns. 

Today, the district has been completely restored, respecting all the pre-existing original architectures, with 137 buildings over an area of 130,000 sq m, and is proposed as the location of several activities, from business, culture, leisure, catering industry and shopping to tourism, so that it is becoming the new reference point for the whole city, the forth in China for dimensions. 
Amongst the most interesting buildings, those worth mentioning are, in particular, the Consulate – which is still today the seat of the Italian representation, the former Carlotto Barracks, and the schools dating from the 30s. It should be remembered that the streets are still today known under a double Sino-Italian name: Piazza Regina Elena, with a Monument to Victory at the time of World War I; Corso Vittorio Emanuele III; Piazza Dante; Corso Trento and Trieste and Viale Carlotto. 
Even today, it is not unusual to meet in the streets of the Italian District some employees of the Consulate or of the numerous import/export companies based in this real free port that is Tianjin. 
Biographical highlights

Maria Cristina Carlini started working ceramics in the early Seventies in Palo Alto, California. She returned to Europe – at first to Brussels, then, in 1978, to Italy. In 1983 she held a solo exhibition in the Rocca Borromea, a Fortress located in Angera, and in the following years she continued her exhibition activity.

During the artistic activity of Maria Cristina Carlini, exhibitions in numerous international public and private venues followed one another, including the following solo exhibitions: in 2004, in Rome, at Sant’Ivo alla Sapienza – the State Archives; in 2005, in Turin, in the rooms of the Monumental Complex of the Royal Palace, and at the National Museum of Villa Pisani in Strà-Venice. In the same year, Maria Cristina Carlini was declared the “Artist of the year” at the XVII edition of the “Prize of Arts”, “Prize of Culture”. 
In 2008 she exhibited at the National Library in Cosenza and at the State Archives in Milan, Palace of the Senate.

In April 2009 the city of Paris housed in the Mairie of the 5th Arrondissement and in the streets of the historic centre her monumental sculptures, one of which was purchased and installed permanently.
In Loreto her works were the protagonists of a significant exhibition entitled “Maria Cristina Carlini. Inventario Contemporaneo” (“Maria Cristina Carlini. A Contemporary Inventory”): here the imposing sculpture Pellegrini (Pilgrims) remains on permanent display in the Gardens of Porta Marina. In Spain, from May to July, several monumental sculptures were housed in the streets of Madrid.

In June, Maria Cristina Carlini was awarded – in the City Hall on the Capitoline Hill – the honorific Ignazio Silone Prize for Culture. In September, at the Guggenheim Collection in Venice was presented the book “Maria Cristina Carlini”, which traces the sculptress’s main artistic stages through the texts of sixteen international critics. 

Exhibitions of international renown saw her as the protagonist in 2010. 

In Reggio Calabria, from January to February, was held a solo exhibition of her works in the Aragonese Castle, while along the Promenade Falcomatà it was possible to admire her sculpture entitled Monumento al Mediterraneo (Monument to the Mediterranean), which would remain installed there permanently. 
On the occasion of the celebrations for the 40th anniversary of the diplomatic relations between Italy and China, her monumental work Viandanti (Wayfarers) was installed permanently in front of the Italian Embassy in Beijing. Always in Beijing, in the magnificent Forbidden City, the solo exhibition “Colloquio tra giganti” (“A Talk amongst Giants”) is inaugurated, which consecrated Maria Cristina Carlini as the first contemporary sculptress to exhibit in the imperial complex. 

Works list
· Legami (Ties), 2009, Cor-Ten steel and lead, cm 470x280x270

· Fortezza (Fortress), 2008, Cor-Ten steel, cm 440 h - 500 Ø

· Letteratura (Litertutre), 2007, Cor-Ten steel, resins, cm 500x250x250 

· Out & Inside, 2004, iron, cm 200x185x400
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