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Press Release 08.03.2010

Maria Cristina Carlini in the Forbidden City in Beijing
Venue


Beijing, Forbidden City
Inauguration
 
Tuesday 16th March 2010, authorities and artist will be present
Date


March 17th – April 10th 2010



The opening of the exhibition has been postponed from 10th to 16th       

                                   March because of heavy snowfalls                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
Maria Cristina Carlini is the first contemporary sculptress to exhibit in the huge complex of the Forbidden City in Beijing. From March 17th to April 10th, the imperial city opens up its doors to host four monumental sculptures of the artist, amongst the most representative of her work.

These majestic works fit harmoniously within the Palace walls and perfectly reflect the solemnity and magnificence that these spaces have inspired for millennia. In this sense, stands out the sculpture Ties (Legami), made of corten steel and lead, with its big size of 470x280x270 cm.

In homage to the history of the Forbidden City, which in former times also functioned as a stronghold to protect the emperor, who resided there, we can admire the steel work Fortress (Fortezza) (440 h - Ø 500 cm).

The dominant colour in the imperial residence is yellow, the symbol of the royal family. The only exception is the black-roofed library: black, which symbolized water, was believed to be able to protect the books it contained from fire danger. The work Literature (Letteratura), corten steel (250x500x250 cm) is therefore in deep harmony with a place which used to be also the precious centre of transmission of knowledge.
For centuries reserved to the members of the imperial house, the Forbidden City is today accessible to the entire Chinese people and to the whole world: in honour of this real and symbolic opening, Maria Cristina Carlini exhibits Out & In, an iron sculpture (200x185x400 cm) which already in its name lets us guess the desire to establish an interaction with the public through a work you can “go into and come out of”. A “welcoming” sculpture, for an artist who turns the opening into a basic aspect of her poetics.

For this particular occasion, the municipality of Beijing is publishing a book entirely dedicated to Maria Cristina Carlini, with critical texts by Guo Xiao Chuan and Vincenzo Sanfo.

Brief history of the Forbidden City

The Forbidden City covers an area of 72 hectares and contains 800 buildings, totalling about 9,000 rooms.
Its construction began in 1406 and lasted 14 years, employing approximately 200,000 men. The main axis of the new building is located east of the palaces of the Yuan Dynasty, which is not a fortuitous fact, for in so doing these latter would be situated west of the new building (the "death zone", according to feng shui).
Between 1420, the year of its completion, and 1644, when a peasant revolt led by Li Zicheng invaded it, the Forbidden City was the seat of the Ming Dynasty. Afterwards, the Qing Dynasty held here the headquarters of the political power of China.
After having been the residence of 24 emperors (14 of the Ming and 10 of the Qing Dynasties), in 1912 the Forbidden City ceased to be the centre of the Chinese political power, with the abdication of the young emperor Pu Yi.
Pu Yi was allowed to remain in the imperial complex until 1924, when Feng Yuxiang took control of Beijing through a coup d’état, expelling the former emperor.

Shortly afterwards was established the "National Palace Museum", in which were exhibited the very many treasures collected by the emperors throughout the five centuries during which they had dominated China. During the Second Sino-Japanese War (1937 - 1945) the safety of all these treasures was put in danger and it was therefore decided that they would be brought into the Forbidden City. 

In 1947, after several displacements to various locations in China, all the transportable artefacts (whether from the Forbidden City or from the Imperial Palace in Nanjing) were finally brought to the island of Taiwan, where today they constitute the heart of the “national palace museum".

In 1987, the imperial city was declared World Heritage by UNESCO, which has recognized it as the largest collection of ancient wooden structures preserved until the present day.

Today, Tiananmen Gate, the "Gate of Heavenly Peace" which gives access to the complex, is decorated with a huge portrait of Mao Zedong, flanked by two posters. The left one bears the inscription "Long Live the People’s Republic of China", while the right one says "Long Live the Great Unity of the Peoples of the World."

These sentences have enormous symbolic significance, as the words "Long Live" was traditionally reserved for the emperor of China, while today it can also be used for common people, just as it happened for the Forbidden City

Reference details 
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Beijing, Forbidden City

Inauguration    
Tuesday March 16th 2010

Dates


March 17th – April 10th 2010
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