Maria Cristina Carlini’s Biography
Maria Cristina Carlini’s artistic career can boast exhibitions held in several public and private venues at the international level. 

The Milanese sculptress Maria Cristina Carlini began working ceramic in the early Seventies in Palo Alto, California, where she attended a specialist course and worked for two years. She returned to Europe – at first to Brussels, then, in 1978, to Italy, where she opened a studio in the Brera district, Milan. In 1983 she held a solo exhibition in the Rocca Borromea, a Fortress located in Angera. Since 1984 she started alternating her first exhibitions with advanced training courses at the Californian College of Arts and Crafts in Oakland – S. Francisco, where she approached the new art current 'New Ceramics'. 

Her exhibitions went on following one another in public and private venues throughout Europe: in Paris, in 1992 she took part in “Découvertes 92” at the Grand Palais with a presentation by Elena Pontiggia; afterwards she was present in Brussels, Milan, Bologna, Reggio Emilia, Laveno Mombello, Angera and Bergamo.

Corten steel, iron and bronze became increasingly part of her expressiveness also in works of monumental size. 

In 2003 she exhibited at Gianni Schubert’s Galleria Borgogna in Milan, with presentation by Luciano Caramel in the catalogue published by Skira.  

In 2004 she held in Rome at Sant’Ivo alla Sapienza – the State Archives,  a solo exhibition promoted by the Ministry of Cultural Heritage and Activities entitled “Tracce e Luoghi” (“Traces and Places”), curated by Carlo Franza. Always in 2004, in Milan an international jury awarded her the “Prize of Arts – Prize of Culture, XVI edition” for her sculpture.
From 2004 to 2005 she took part in the exhibition “Nutrirsi con l’arte” (“Feeding on/with art”) held at the Museum of Antiquities in Turin, curated by Giovanna Barbero.

In 2005 she held a solo exhibition in Turin, in the Monumental Complex of the Royal Palace, promoted by the Ministry of Cultural Heritage and Activities, entitled “Le stanze” (“The Rooms”), curated by Carlo Franza. 

In May 2005, in the Palace of the Senate in Rome, she was declared the “Artist of the year” at the XVII edition of the Prize of Arts – Prize of Culture. She participated in the exhibition “Homage to Walter Valentini”, organized by the Municipality of Pesaro, which acquired one of her works for the city Municipal Museums. 

Always in 2005, she held the solo exhibition “Reperti” (“Finds”) at the National Museum of Villa Pisani in Strà – Venice, promoted by the Ministry of Cultural Heritage and Activities. 

In 2006 she was present in an exhibition entitled “Terre” (“Earths”), sponsored by the Ministry of Cultural Heritage and Activities, at the Central State Archives in the EUR district, Rome, curated by Carlo Franza. On this occasion her big-sized sculpture entitled “Fortezza” (“Fortress”) was installed permanently before the square facing the building of the Archives. 

In June 2007, at the invitation of Giovanna Barbero, she took part in “Stemperando 2007” at the Municipal Gallery of Modern Art in Spoleto, Palazzo Collicola.

In October 2007 was inaugurated the monumental sculpture “La Porta della Giustizia” (“The Gate of Justice”), placed at the enrance of the Court of Auditors in Milan, in the garden square facing the building.

In 2008 she held a solo exhibition at the Italian Institute of Culture in Prague, curated by Carlo Franza, as well as a solo exhibition at the State Archives in Milan, Palace of the Senate, curated by Gillo Dorfles. 

Always in 2008 two of her monumental sculptures were inaugurated, one at the New Milan Fair in Rho and the other in Piazza dei Valdesi in Cosenza, under the auspices of the INAC, coinciding with another solo exhibition at the National Library in Cosenza. 

The exhibitions held by Maria Cristina Carlini during the year 2009 were of great international prominence. 

In April the city of Paris housed in the Mairie of the 5th Arrondissement and in the streets of the historic centre, in Place du Panthéon, Place de la Sorbonne, Rue Soufflot and Boulevard Saint Michel, her sculptures on the occasion of the exhibition “Maria Cristina Carlini. Sculptures in the city”, curated by Luciano Caramel, of which Legami (Ties) was purchased and installed permanently. 

In Loreto her works were the protagonists of a significant exhibition, curated by Carlo Franza, entitled “Maria Cristina Carlini. Inventario Contemporaneo” (“Maria Cristina Carlini. A Contemporary Inventory”) in the cellars of Bramante: here the imposing sculpture Pellegrini (Pilgrims) remains on permanent display in the Gardens of Porta Marina. 

In Spain, from May to July, several monumental sculptures were housed in the streets of Madrid, namely in Calle Mayor, Paseo de la Castellana, Calle de Juan Bravo, Plaza Alfredo Mahou, in addition to scale models, blow-ups and sculptures exhibited at the Italian Institute of Culture. The event was curated by Giovanna Barbero and Gillo Dorfles.
In June, Maria Cristina Carlini was awarded – in the City Hall on the Capitoline Hill – the honorific Ignazio Silone Prize for Culture, in confirmation of her important innovative and cultural contribution to the world of visual arts. 

In September, at the Guggenheim Collection in Venice was presented the book “Maria Cristina Carlini”, which traces the sculptress’s main artistic stages through the texts of sixteen international critics. For this important occasion Maria Cristina Carlini made some exclusive unique specimens of sculpture books.

Exhibitions of international renown saw her as the protagonist in 2010. 

In Reggio Calabria, from January to February, was held a solo exhibition of her works in the Aragonese Castle, while along the Promenade Falcomatà it was possible to admire her sculpture entitled Monumento al Mediterraneo (Monument to the Mediterranean), which would remain installed there permanently. 

On the occasion of the celebrations for the 40th anniversary of the diplomatic relations between Italy and China, her monumental work Viandanti (Wayfarers) was installed permanently in front of the Italian Embassy in Beijing. Always in Beijing, in the magnificent Forbidden City, the solo exhibition “Colloquio tra giganti” (“A Talk amongst Giants”) is inaugurated, which consecrated Maria Cristina Carlini as the first contemporary sculptress to exhibit in the imperial complex. 

Some of her monumental sculptures are installed permanently in the Municipal Museums of Pesaro (2005), in the Central State Archives in Rome – EUR district (2006), at the Court of Auditors in Milan (2007), at the New Milan Fair in Rho (2008), in Piazza dei Valdesi – Cosenza (2008), in the city of Paris (2009), in the Gardens of Porta Marina in Loreto (2009) and along the Promenade Italo Falcomatà in Reggio Calabria (2010).  

A large number of her important catalogues are published by Verso L’Arte Edizioni and Skira, translated into different languages, with texts by authoritative critics such as Luciano Caramel, Claudio Cerritelli, Gillo Dorfles, Carlo Franza, Laurence Pauliac and Elena Pontiggia.









