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Carmelo Bongiorno 1985-2010
curated by Dominique Stella

Venue

Galleria Agnellini Arte Moderna, Brescia
Date


8 June – 25 September 2010
Opening

Saturday 5 June 2010, 6:00 PM
A photography exhibition is presented for the first time in the modern exhibition space of the Agnellini Gallery of Modern Art: it is a matter of the first major anthological exhibition of Carmelo Bongiorno, Sicilian author who is appreciated in Italy and abroad. 
The exhibition, titled “Carmelo Bongiorno 1985-2010”, on show at Agnellini from 8 June to 25 September, will be held within the context of the important International Photography Biennial which is organized for the fourth time in Brescia under the aegis of the Committee for Culture and Tourism of the Municipality of Brescia. 
The exhibition, curated by Dominique Stella, features about sixty photographic works, including vintage works (printed in darkroom by the artist from 1985 to 1993) and large-format works (from 100x100 to 110x150 cm) chosen by the artist among his early works in black and white from the Eighties, and the latest photographs and the completely new images which are part of his last artistic research, Forbidden Colors, linked to color and to the natural evolution of his contemporary languages.
The most important works comprise the “trilogy” composed of the volumes: The Intimate Island (published in 1997), Flashes (2001) and Voices (2010). The three books cover a period of 25 years of photographs, realized from 1985 to 2010, and include some of the greatest achievements of his poetic production, which we may define the heart of this anthological exhibition of Carmelo Bongiorno.
The career of Carmelo Bongiorno vaunts a long series of exhibitions, collections and international recognitions, from the European Kodak Award prize won in Arles in 1989 to the group exhibition in  2005 at the Peggy Guggenheim Museum in Venice dedicated to the “Masters of Photography”.

He has collaborated with many important artists, as musician Franco Battiato, his friend and admirer for more than 15 years, who has chosen his works as covers for his CDs and with whom he has realized videos, sharing a way to feel and interpret reality, even if through different means. 
“I have had several occasions to reflect on Carmelo’s work. his way  to see, to look for a depth rather than to represent a surface. (...) He is  one of the few artists who have the ability, or rather the possibility to capture the mysterious essence of things, to transform private memories in images beyond time, and sometimes even beyond space.” 

In his contribution to the catalogue Denis Curti comments: “Photographs in movement, blurred subjects, nocturnal and sudden flashes reveal the incessant race of the world, as it appears, and of its equivalent which lives and renews itself in the mind and in the soul: the former always turns spasmodically in the same direction, while the latter fails to either follow it or be part of it. 

The journey Carmelo Bongiorno has ventured on is one without destination and without return, a ceaseless wandering, characterized by the pulsating restlessness of a contemporary epoch which appears as the staging of a universal theatre. Different sets are here changed in a rush, to conceal the true essence, the real nature of humans and of the world.”
Bongiorno stands out in the scenario of international photography for his images in black and white, in which the artists transforms the camera into a poetic instrument of introspection, penetrating beyond the surface of things with the chief purpose of documenting, to tell a courageous tale of his visions and anxieties. The subjects of the images are blurred, evanescent, as if the observer were to experience a momentary dreamy state.

His use of light is unique; his island of origin, Sicily, always plays an important role in his images even if it is not necessarily the subject. In his continuous play with contrasts, it has often been observed that the whites are as blinding as the sunlight of Sicily and the blacks as profound and intense as the volcanic lava of the Etna. 
In the photographic works of Carmelo Bongiorno that are the result of his most recent studies, which are shown – some of them for the first time – in the exhibition at the Agnellini Gallery, the color is, regardless of the focusing of the image, luminous and intense: “unexpected almost as if they were a challenge – as Battiato puts it – […] visions and fragments of everyday life lived through a strong and destabilizing colour, as well as his familiar black and white.”
The works on show comprise: Catania (1988), and Segesta, (1994) from “The Intimate Island” series, both vintage silver gelatin prints on baryta paper, 40x40 cm; Model (1996), from the  “Flashes” series, 110x150 cm, Giclée print on Hahnemuhle fine art Baryta paper; Olive tree and wind, an image from 2008 included in the volume “Voices”, 90x90 cm, Giclée print on Hahnemuhle fine art Baryta paper, and the recent color image Blue Fish, 2009, 110x150 cm,  featuring the same technique as the previous work but part of the last research project “Forbidden Colors”.
The exhaustive catalogue published by Agnellini Arte Moderna in Italian and English contains texts by Franco Battiato, Denis Curti, Laura Serani and Dominique Stella.
Brief biographic notes
Carmelo Bongiorno was born in Catania in 1960. In the summer of 1978 he ‘discovered’ photography and since 1982, after graduating, he decided to dedicate himself exclusively to this ‘art of vision’.

He has held workshops, apprenticeships and courses in photography in Italy and abroad and has participated in national and international exhibitions. His works are part of important public and private collections and have been published by authoritative international magazines and publishing houses.

He currently divides his time between Catania, Milan and Paris.
In 1982 he founded the Gruppo Fase, an artistic experimentation group which bases its research on an unusual use of photography. After various artistic experiences in different contexts, he decided to dedicate himself completely to photography and in 1989 he won the “European Kodak Award” prize in Arles with a work in black and white.
In 1993 he was one of 6 photographers invited by the European Economic Community to realize a series of images for “Les Routes du Lait”, which was then exhibited at the National Library of Paris. 

In 1997 he published the first important volume on his works, “The Intimate Island”, a journey exploring the places and emotions of his homeland, with an itinerant exhibition featuring the results of 7 years of research (1988-1995); the introduction of the volume was written by Franco Battiato.
In 1998 he was invited to represent Italy in the event “Mois de la Photo “ in Paris.
In 2000 he presented a solo show at the Piccolo Teatro in Milan within the context of the exhibition “Theatre of Vision” organized by Giovanni Chiaramonte; the other participants included  Wim Wenders and Ugo Mulas.
In 2002 he participated in the important contemporary art exhibition “The Invisible Cities” dedicated to Italo Calvino at the Triennale in Milan.
In 2005 he presented his works at the Peggy Guggenheim Museum in Venice, in the exhibition “The Masters of Photography”.
In 2009 he was invited to participate in the SIFEST 09, the Festival of Photography of Savignano.
.
Essential information on the exhibition
Venue

Galleria Agnellini Arte Moderna, Via Soldini 6/A – 25124 Brescia

Title



Carmelo Bongiorno 1985-2010
Curated by


Dominique Stella

Dates



8 June – 25 September 2010
Opening


Saturday 5 June 6:00 PM
Hours
from Tuesday to Saturday 10:00/12:30 AM and 3:30/7:30 PM.  Closed on Mondays and Sundays
Catalogue


published by Agnellini Arte Moderna with texts by Franco Battiato, Denis

Curti, Laura Serani and Dominique Stella

Information to the public
Agnellini Arte Moderna 
Via Soldini 6/A – 25124 Brescia
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info@agnelliniartemoderna.it  www.agnelliniartemoderna.it
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