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The commissioner’s message

Text by Miria Vicini
During last October’s meeting at the Querini Dubois Palace, in which participants to the 53rd International Art Exhibition gathered together, the Chairman of the Venice Biennale, Paolo Baratta, and the Director of the Venetian exhibition, Daniel Birnbaum, wished to address a special message to all those countries for which this year marked their first participation in the Biennale. 

Of all of these “novice” countries, the Principality of Monaco is most certainly the smallest, geographically, but it is also the most modern, the most “European”, and the richest country in terms of history and culture. This small outcrop overlooking the Mediterranean is a world which, since the 15th Century, has been governed wisely by the Grimaldi family, a world where art and beauty live in natural harmony.

It is a privilege and a great honour for me to have been asked, as Commissioner, to introduce the Principality of Monaco’s First Pavilion to this, the celebrated 53rd International Art Exhibition of Venice.

Therefore, I wish to express my deepest gratitude to the Government of H.S.H. Prince Albert II; to Mr Paul Masseron, Government Councillor for the Interior; to Mr Georges Lisimachio, H.S.H. Prince Albert’s Head of Cabinet ; Mr Jean-Charles Curau, Director of Cultural Affairs; Mr Michel Bouquier, President of the Monaco Government Tourist and Convention Authority; H.E. Mr Philippe Blanchi, Ambassador of the Principality of Monaco in Italy; and Mrs Licia Balzan, Honorary Consul of the Principality of Monaco in Venice, for their precious support and considerable assistance.

Not only is the Principality of Monaco a place set in an international ambiance worthy of fairy tales and steeped in romanticism. It is also a State which has become seriously engaged in the frontline battle to protect the Earth. The personal commitment of H.S.H. Prince Albert II is recognized around the world. In 2008, the UNEP (the United Nations Environment Programme) bestowed the title of “Champion of the Earth” to him, in recognition of his valuable support to sustainable development throughout the world.

For Prince Albert, this ecological commitment is neither superficial nor improvised. On the contrary, it reflects a deep-rooted interest of his family. Let us recall that Albert I, the grandfather of the current Prince, was a renowned pioneer in oceanography. From 1898 to 1910, he created the Oceanographic Museum, in old Monaco. It is also through his foresight that, many years later, in the nineties, a “Mediterranean Sanctuary for Marine Mammalians” was set up, on the basis of a treaty signed by the Ministries for the Environment of France, Italy and Monaco.

Little wonder, than that the Principality of Monaco’s participation to the Pavilion of the 53rd Biennale should have been entrusted to Philippe Pastor, a Monegasque artist who expresses his passion for the Earth’s protection and his passion for Art in strong, troublingly beautiful works laden with social and ecological meaning.

Philippe Pastor is heavily involved in the UNEP; he founded the “Art and Environment” association, and has promoted the “Plant for the Planet – the Billion-Tree Campaign”, a program seeking to replant a billion trees worldwide, with the support of Prince Albert of Monaco.

As with H.S.H. Prince Albert, Philippe Pastor goes far beyond mere awareness. It is no mere coincidence that the project he designed for the 53rd Biennale should be called “The Sky is watching the Earth”, a series of great works which expose the drama of pollution and destruction to which the Earth is daily subjected. 
As Commissioner of the Exhibition, I am therefore most grateful to the Principality of

Monaco, which allowed me to participate in a project of such cultural, ecological and artistic significance.
Pavilion of the Principality of Monaco














