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Le ciel regarde la terre
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Philippe Pastor’s Biography
Born in 1961, works and lives in Monaco.
With permanent residence in Monaco, the location of his painting studio, his sources of inspiration are varied and his favourite place of work is an old sheep-barn in the mountains, where he finds peace immersed in Nature and following his creative instincts. Born in 1961, in Monaco, Philippe Pastor is someone who goes off the beaten path. A self-taught artist, he has carved out a place in the international art scene over the past ten years thanks to exhibitions in France, Italy and the United States, and in 2007 participated in the 52nd Venice Biennale, at the invitation of the Riva Foundation.

Philippe Pastor is a person who reflects in his art a view of reality filtered through his own inner world: “My art comes from the heart; I reproduce what I have seen with great spontaneity and at great speed.” One need look no further than his paintings, where the force of the symbols expresses an unmitigated, transparent, creative process that arises from his inner being and expresses itself on the canvas through various techniques. His sources of inspiration are comprised of contemplation of the world, a feeling of revolt against its destruction, and of human behaviour, sadness, despair or beauty, alienation and a failure to communicate. Philippe Pastor does not like to be classified as part of a movement: his style springs from a spontaneity that gives life to the gestures that express how he feels about what he sees. Picasso and Bacon are his favourite artists, and he is most partial to Wilmotte as an architect whose works brought renewed value to urban features of Paris. But his true wellspring of creativity is people. Warriors, prostitutes, couples in love, young women having coffee and outcast urban youth people his early series of large format paintings, which are forcefully imposing and inhabited by an inner energy that is unleashed in the symbols and depictive media. Pastor largely uses pigments originating from the four corners of the world, which he mixes with special glues in order to obtain his colours and textures. His very latest  series, “The Sky is Watching the Earth,” presents a more abstract array. Taking a cue from the sky, the artist zooms in on the most terrible forces besetting our planet, not only natural disasters, but also wars, murders and violent acts perpetrated by mankind. There is nothing political about his art, merely the feelings of an observer who is sensitive to a world about to suffocate. It is these works, in which the subject matter has a forceful impact, where the pure pigments are combined with other substances such as soil, sand, wire meshes, and shards of wood, cardboard and rusty metal. Here, too, one is struck by the spontaneity of the gestures and by that of a message in the traces of a quick symbol, straight from the heart, bearing the signature style of Philippe Pastor.

His famous Burned Trees, which have become emblematic of the destruction of our forests and of his commitment to the United Nations Environment Programme, express his desire to share his lucid view with the world. It is through these sculptures that the artist channels his poetics and his involvement in combating the destruction of our environment. These are sculptures made using tree trunks from the Garde Freinet forest, in the Maures mountain range (Var region), ravaged by a fire in 2003. Protecting Nature and a revolt against Man’s neglect of our planet constitute one of Philippe Pastor’s major concerns. By way of these solemn tree trunks, charred and treated with coloured components from the bodies of auto wrecks, the artist reasserts his commitment to supporting the United Nations Environment

Programme and the Plant for the Planet campaign. Through his Art and the Environment Association, to which go part of the proceeds of the sale of his sculptures and all of the funds collected at events, he contributes to programmes for reforestation and for teaching children about environmental problems. “What is most surprising is that children are the only ones who understand the despair and the agony of my trees, my lone protagonists."
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